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BRISTOL  PORT  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  of 
the  Chief  Port  Inspector  of  J^uisances,  for  the 
Year  1898. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bristol  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

February,  1899. 


Gentlemen, — 

The  Port  Sanitary  District  of  Bristol  was  permanently 
constituted  by  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1894. 

It  extends  down  channel  to  Swallow  Point,  and  up 
channel  as  far  as  the  site  of  the  Severn  Tunnel ; and  com- 
prises the  deep  water  channel  to  the  port  of  Gloucester. 
Hence,  under  Special  Orders,  various  duties  of  Inspection 
for  Cholera,  Plague  and  Yellow  Fever  devolve  upon  the 
Bristol  Port  Authority,  who  are  repaid  under  arrange- 
ment with  the  Gloucester  Port  Sanitary  Authority.  The 
Bristol  City  Council  is  the  permanently  constituted 
authority  for  the  district.  Details  as  to  the  limits  of  juris- 
diction and  contribution  of  Riparian  Authorities,  together 
with  a sketch  map  of  the  district,  were  given  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1897. 

TONNAGE  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS— arriving  at  Bristol 
Docks  during  1898  (net  register  tons) 

City  Docks  Avonmouth  Portishead  Total  for  whole  Port 
547,461  267,612  20,521  ...  835,594 
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GRAIN  IMPORTS— 

City  Docks  Avonmouth  Portishead  Total  for  whole  Port 
2,189,432  1,224,594  140,250  ...  3,554,276 


General  Inspection  of  Ships. 

Full  details  are  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief 
Port  Inspector  incorporated  herewith. 


Infectious  Disesise  on  Board  Ship. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889,  came  into 
force  for  the  Port  District  on  May  1st,  1897.  This  Act 
replaced  Regulations  previously  in  force.  The  diseases 
included  in  the  Act  as  applied  to  the  Port  Sanitary  District 
comprise  Plague,  Yellow  Fever,  and  Measles,  in  addition  to 
those  scheduled  in  the  Act  as  applied  to  the  Urban  District. 


Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  master  or  other 
person  in  charge  of  any  ship,  vessel  or  boat,  is  bound,  under 
a penalty  of  Forty  Shillings  in  default,  as  soon  as  he  is 
aware  of  the  existence  of  any  one  of  these  diseases  on 
board,  viz. ; 


Plague 
Yellow  Fever 
Small  Pox 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 


Membranous  Croup 
Measles 
Erysipelas 
Scarlatina  or 
Scarlet  Fever 


Typhus 

Typhoid 

Enteric,  Relapsing, 
Continued  or 
Puerperal  Fever. 


To  send  notice  thereof  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  40 
Prince  Street,  Bristol. 


Regulations  for  tlie  Renioval  of  Patients  to 
Hospital. 

Pending  the  completion  of  the  Permanent  Hospital 
Scheme,  and  having  regard  to  the  difficulties  of  navigation 
of  the  river,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  defer  the 
framing  of  new  Regulations  under  Sec.  125,  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  for  the  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  a dangerous  infectious  disorder,  arriving  on  board  ship. 
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Occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  Small-pox  appeared  to 
have  become  prevalent  in  some  ports  on  the  Russian  Baltic, 
and  warning  reached  us  that  this  disease  had  been  intro- 
duced into  Manchester  from  Reval,  and  into  the  port  of 
London  from  Libau.  On  February  11th  a case  of  Small- 
pox was  brought  into  the  port  of  Bristol  from  Alexandria, 
the  case  was  duly  isolated,  re-vaccination  of  the  crew 
secured,  and  forward  notification  sent  to  the  places  of 
destination  of  those  leaving  the  vessel. 

The  Hospital  Ship  proved  very  serviceable,  and  no 
extension  of  the  disease  occurred. 

This  disease  is  very  commonly  brought  to  the  Port  by 
ship,  and  a year  rarely  passes  without  one  or  more  intro- 
ductions. It  is  not  the  result  of  chance,  but  of  continual 
preparedness,  that  these  frequent  introductions  bear  no 
fruit,  one  case  of  Small-pox  neglected  and  gaining  entry  to 
the  City  would  furnish  sufficient  material  for  considerable 
sanitary  activity  through  the  year,  which  might  appear 
praiseworthy ; the  isolation  of  initial  cases,  on  the  other 
hand  seems  so  simple  as  hardly  to  merit  recognition ; and 
yet  this  is  the  very  kernel  of  preventive  work. 

Fever  and  Ague  is  frequently  introduced  on  vessels  trading 
from  Malarious  districts,  and  30  cases  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  As  this  disease  is  not  communicable  from 
person  to  person,  our  concern  is  only  to  see  that  patients 
receive  ordinary  medical  advice  or  treatment  at  the 
Infirmary  or  General  Hospital ; and  to  deal  with  the  water 
tanks  by  discharging  the  water  from  abroad,  (often  river 
water,)  cleansing  the  tanks,  and  supplying  fresh  water  in 
these  cases. 

Enteric  Fever  is  also  occasionally  introduced  into  the 
port,  one  case  came  under  notice  during  the  year. 
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Precautions  against  Plague. 

No  case  of  Plague  was  introduced,  but  three  “ Forward 
Notifications  ” were  received  from  Plymouth,  viz. : on 
28th  August,  8th  December,  and  26th  December,  relating  to 
passengers  arriving  ex  steamships  from  Bombay,  and 
coming  into  the  district  of  Bristol  These  cases  were  duly 
kept  under  observation,  but  nothing  further  resulted. 

We  are.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

D.  S.  DAVIES,  M.D., 

J.  C.  HEAVEN,  M.R.C.S., 

Fort  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Port  Sanitary  Offices, 

40  Prince  Street,  Bristol. 

March  1st,  1899. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PORT  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  For  the  Year  1898. 


Port  Sanitary  Offices, 

40  Prince  Street,  Bristol. 

February,  1899. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Committee  of  the 
Bristol  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work  of  Port 
Sanitary  Inspection  duties  discharged  during  the  past 
year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1875, 
et  seq.,  relating  to  Sanitary  conditions  existing  on  board 
Ships,  and  to  the  detection  of  infectious  diseases  imported 
on  Ships  in  order  to  ensure  examination  of  all  suspicious 
cases  by  the  Port  Medical  Officers,  and  for  the  isolation  of 
such  cases,  also  the  disinfection  of  all  infected  articles, 
berths,  etc.,  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  Sec.  110,  requires  that  every  Ship^ 
(except  those  belonging  to  Home  or  Foreign  Governments) 
shall  be  treated  as  a house,  but  this  condition  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  deal  with  literally,  as  a ship  is  so  different  in 
shape,  in  the  materials  used  in  construction,  and  the  size  of 
living  spaces.  The  regulations  of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Acts  that  apply  to  various  matters  of  construction, 
measurements,  registration,  etc.,  also  have  to  be  observed, 
and  the  different  conditions  to  which  ships  are  exposed 
must  be  taken  into  account. 

In  complying  with  the  requirements  relating  to  Sanitary 
conditions  all  ships  are  inspected  soon  after  arrival,  or  in 
the  case  of  regular  traders  at  frequent  intervals,  in  order 
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to  ascertain  the  existing  conditions  as  to  cleanliness,  offensive 
deposits,  effluvium  affecting  crew  spaces  from  holds,  peaks, 
lockers,  closets,  bilges,  etc.,  the  keeping  of  all  living  spaces 
in  dry  and  healthy  condition  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  see 
that  all  means  of  drainage,  pipes,  scuppers,  ports,  etc.,  are 
kept  in  proper  order. 

Also  to  ensure  that  good  drinking  water  is  provided, 
and  that  the  storage  vessels  are  in  wholesome  condition ; 
to  deal  with  any  bad  food  supply  that  may  be  found 
and  intended  for  the  food  of  man,  to  prevent  overcrowding 
of  crew  spaces,  and  to  require  the  prompt  repair  of  all 
dilapidations,  defects,  or  other  insanitary  condition  affecting 
the  health  of  the  occupiers  of  such  living  spaces. 

As  ships  are  now  chiefly  built  of  steel,  an  insanitary 
condition  often  arises,  that  rarely  occurs  in  houses  to  any 
great  extent,  i.e.  condensation  of  water  from  the  atmosphere 
on  the  iron  surfaces  of  which  the  crew  spaces  are  con- 
structed, and  often  to  such  an  extent  that  the  tops  and  sides 
stream  with  water,  or  in  frosty  weather  are  coated  with  ice 
causing  much  damp,  which  saturates  everything  in  these 
places  and  must  be  injurious  to  health,  such  conditions  in  a 
house  would  be  considered  to  render  it  unfit  for  habitation. 

There  is  a regulation  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  re- 
quiring that  the  iron  immediately  over  the  sleeping  bunks 
shall  be  lined  or  sheathed,  this  somewhat  protects  the  beds 
from  direct  dropping,  but  does  not  prevent  them  becoming 
saturated  with  moisture  from  the  general  dampness  existing 
in  all  the  other  parts. 

There  are,  however,  many  British  and  Foreign  owners 
who  have  lined  the  whole  of  the  interiors  of  living  spaces 
with  wood  and  the  improvement  is  very  apparent ; this  is 
notably  the  case  with  German  and  Norwegian  owned 
ships,  an  unlined  master  s,  ofiicer  s or  engineer’s  berth  is 
rarely  found. 
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The  Merchant  Shipping  Act  could,  I think,  be  extended 
to  require  the  complete  lining  of  all  living  spaces  in  steel 
or  iron  ships  with  great  advantage  to  the  health  of 
seamen,  firemen,  etc. 

The  requirements  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  and  Local  Government  Board  Orders  are  discharged 
by  all  ships  from  foreign,  (and  coastwise  when  required) 
being  visited  at  the  anchorage  in  Ringroad  or  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  in  addition  to  the  examination  by  the 
Customs  Officers,  in  order  that  all  cases  of  suspicious 
sickness  that  are  existing  or  have  occurred  on  the  voyage 
may  be  quickly  reported  and  dealt  with,  and  this  work  is 
continued  by  night  whenever  ships  are  expected  to  arrive 
from  infected  ports. 

General  Inspection. 

The  number  of  ships  inspected  in  detail  on  arrival  in 
Dock  was  1610,  consisting  of  1118  coastwise  trading  ships 
and  492  ocean  going  vessels. 

This  is  a decrease  of  35  as  compared  with  last  year,  and 
is  accounted  for  by  most  of  the  regular  traders  not  re- 
quiring so  many  visits,  as  they  are  found  to  be  kept  in  good 
order. 


These  Ships  were  as  follows  : — 
British 
Norwegian 
German 
Russian 
Italian 
Swedish 
French 
Danish 
Austrian 

Spanish  ...  ... 

Turkish 

American 

Greek 


1491 

63 

15 

10 

8 

6 

6 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total  1610 


The  general  Sanitary  condition  of  these  ships  was  not 
quite  so  satisfactory  as  that  found  in  the  previous  year,  for 
the  percentage  of  the  ships  having  defects  was  18'07o 
compared  with  l7T7o  1897,  but  as  many  of  the  defects 
were  of  a minor  character,  I do  not  expect  this  backward 
movement  will  be  maintained. 

On  sea-going  ships  the  increase  as  compared  with 
previous  year  was  from  32‘5^/^  to  32’97o.  but  on  coasting 
ships  the  increase  was  from  8’87o  lo  ll’4‘7o,  and  the 
difference  was  caused  in  consequence  of  28  more  unclean 
forecastles,  etc.,  being  found. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  insanitary  conditions  found  on  sea- 
going ships  exceed  those  on  coasting  ships  by  nearly  3 
to  1. 

The  cause  of  this  difference  is,  these  ships  are  exposed 
to  more  severe  conditions  of  weather,  seas,  heavy  straining 
in  roadways  and  harbours,  and  extremes  of  temperature 
with  long  periods  at  sea  and  lack  of  facilities  for  getting 
repairs  done,  and  this  is  sometimes  supplemented  by  lack  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  crews  and  stokers  as  to  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  their  berths,  (which  probably  is  in- 
duced by  the  short  system  of  engagements,)  also  at  times 
from  the  want  of  proper  supervision  by  the  responsible 
officers. 

No  complaint  has  been  made,  nor  has  there  been  found 
ground  for  complaint  in  respect  of  space  accommodation  as 
required  by  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  on  sea-going  Cargo 
Ships,  and  in  many  the  space  was  in  excess  of  the  72  cb.  ft. 
with  floor  space  of  12  square  feet  required  under  those 
Regulations,  but  in  these  ships  there  was  often  room  for 
improvement  in  the  construction  and  position  of  bunks, 
lockers,  etc.,  position  of  water  closets,  paint  lockers,  lamp 
and  oil  rooms,  store  rooms,  etc.,  over  which  matters  the 
Authorities  appear  to  have  but  limited  powers  of  control, 
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consequently  the  plans  adopted  are  various  and  often  very 
unsatisfactory ; and  if  an  approved  set  of  instructions 
suitable  to  the  different  classes  of  ships,  could  be  issued  to 
constructors,  builders  and  owners,  showing  the  best  plans 
and  methods  to  be  adopted  for  the  position,  construction, 
and  accommodation  of  crew  spaces,  a much  greater  degree 
of  comfort  and  healthy  conditions  could  be  obtained  in 
crews  spaces,  at  but  little  or  no  greater  expense  when 
ships  are  built  or  berths  reconstructed. 

These  remarks  apply  more  especially  to  small  and  medium 
size  vessels,  and  to  those  where  the  spaces  are  not  in  excess 
of  the  bare  regulation  requirements. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  do  not  appear  to  give  Port 
Authorities  a voice  in  the  matter  of  construction,  etc.,  when 
the  ship  is  being  built. 

The  total  number  of  ships  found  to  have  insanitary 
defects  or  conditions  existing,  was  290  and  consisted  of  128 
Coasters  and  162  sea-going  ships,  this  is  an  increase  of  8 
over  1897. 

The  number  of  defects  and  nuisances  on  these  ships 
was  366,  being  an  increase  of  14  over  the  previous  year 

The  percentage  of  dirty  crew  spaces  found  was,  15*57o  of 
the  ships  examined,  being  an  increase  of  2*0°/^  over  1897 
returns,  when  222  such  conditions  only  were  noted  as 
against  250  this  year. 

Unsatisfactory  ventilation  of  living  spaces  occurred  in  11 
cases,  or  5 less  than  previous  year,  mostly  in  foreign  owned 
ships. 

On  British  vessels  the  required  ventilation  was  provided, 
but  our  efforts  were  not  so  successful  in  respect  of  the 
foreign  ships. 
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The  number  of  Water  Closets  or  Paint  Lockers  communi- 
cating in  some  way  with  living  spaces  was  3 in  excess  of 
the  previous  year,  and  an  increase  of  5 defective  closets  had 
to  be  dealt  with. 

The  number  of  Leakages  affecting  living  spaces  was  12 
less  than  in  1897,  or  3*2*/^  an  improvement  of  0‘7“/^  over 
the  previous  year. 

Various  dilapidations  were  also  less  in  number,  17  were 
discovered  compared  with  28  in  the  year  1897. 

In  dealing  with  these  insanitary  conditions  it  was 
necessary  to  make  240  verbal  requisitions  aud  to  serve  43 
written  notices,  with  the  result  that  91 ‘7°/^  of  these  notices 
were  complied  with,  an  improvement  of  0‘6°/„  on  the  last 
returns. 

Many  of  the  notices  unaccounted  for  were  in  respect  of 
Foreign  Owned  Ships,  and  though  in  some  cases  the  masters 
undertook  to  do  the  work  on  arrival  at  Home  Ports,  I have 
no  certain  information  until  the  ship’s  return. 

I have  to  thank  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  several 
adjoining  Ports  for  the  support  and  information  they  have 
afforded  in  respect  of  vessels  whose  owners  have  elected  to 
carry  out  repairs,  etc.,  at  the  Ports  in  question,  and  it  is  very 
important  that  this  friendly  co-operation  should  be 
continued,  as  it  has  an  important  bearing  on  the  results  of 
Port  Sanitary  supervision. 

In  most  instances  no  opposition  has  been  made  to  carry 
out  your  Officers’  suggestions  and  requirements. 

The  number  of  persons  who  have  benefited  by  Sanitary 
Inspection  in  this  Port  during  the  year  was  16,659,  con- 
sequently the  number  receiving  this  benefit  at  all  the 
Home  Ports  must  amount  to  a very  large  total  and  it  may 
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therefore  be  allowed  that  the  work  carried  on  by  Port 
Sanitary  Authorities  and  their  Officers  is  an  important 
one  in  respect  of  the  advantage  secured  to  the  sea  going 
populations,  as  well  as  the  protection  afforded  to  the  home 
population,  and  I have  often  heard  seamen  compare 
favourably  the  present  conditions  with  those  that  existed 
a few  years  ago. 

Special  watch  has  been  kept  for  ships  coming  from 
infected  Ports,  and  will  be  continued. 

The  Luath. 

The  Launch  has  been  kept  in  good  order  and  repair,  the 
work  has  been  done  almost  entirely  by  your  own  Port  staff 
with  assistance  from  the  Engineers’  Department,  and  little 
expense  was  incurred. 


The  vessel  has  been  engaged  as  Tender  to  the  Hospital 
Ship  when  required,  conveying  water, goods,  infected  articles, 
etc.,  and  was  employed  for  about  two  months  by  the  City 
Engineer’s  Department  in  making  Tide  Surveys,  etc.,  in  the 
Bristol  Channel.  She  is  always  kept  ready  for  any 
emergency. 

Ship  Hospital. 

All  repairs,  painting,  etc.,  required  to  maintain  the  ship 
in  good  order  have  been  done  by  the  Ship’s  staff  assisted  by 
the  crew  of  the  ‘Luath”  when  required,  and  little  expense 
has  been  incurred. 

Port  Hospital,  Ayonmouth. 

This  place  has  not  been  required  for  City  convalescent 
patients  this  year,  or  for  Ship  patients;  but  it  is  always 
kept  ready  for  use. 
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The  buildings  and  outhouses  have  been  painted  etc.,  by 
the  Port  staff  and  are  in  good  order. 

Tables  showing  all  particulars  are  appended. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  DIMONI), 

Chief  Port  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Port  Sanitary. 


TAB 


SHIP  INSPECTION  AT  BRISTOL,  AVONMOUTH,  P03 
Showing  particulars  of  such  Inspection' 

FROm  FOR 


1898 

i 

Description  of  Ships. 

British. 

1 

Foreign. 

Ships  having  Foul  or 

Dirty  Crew 

Spaces. 

With  Defective 

Lighting. 

With  Defective 

Ventilation. 

Foul  Bilges  or 

Deposits. 

Water  Closets  or 

Paint  Lockers 

connected  with  Living 

Spaces.  , 

c 

Port  of  Sailing. 

‘2 

w 

g 

S 

<u 

bib 

i 

eS 

CO 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

From  Foreign  Ports, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

26 

30 

35 

20 

25 

30 

22 

38 

35 

45 

36 

44 

7 

7 

8 

5 

4 

5 

15 

18 

8 

15 

5 

9 

26 

28 

32 

19 

22 

28 

24 

35 

36 

45 

34 

44 

7 

9 

11 

6 

7 

7 

13 

21 

7 

15 

7 

9 

13 

16 

13 

9 

9 

12 

6 

10 

7 

8 

14 

16 

i 

i 

1 

2 

"2 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Total 

386 

106 

373 

119 

133 

2 

8 

2 

7 

1898 

coAsr 

Jan. 

From  Coastwise 

9 

104 

113 

13 

Feb. 

do. 

18 

68 

86 

4 

1 

Mar. 

do.  1 

16 

91 

107 

12 

April 

do.  1 

18 

73 

91 

12 

... 

May 

do.  I 

9 

88 

97 

18 

June 

do. 

11 

83 

94 

8 

July 

do. 

19 

67 

86 

14 

Aug. 

do. 

22 

78 

100 

11 

Sept. 

do. 

8 

77 

85 

10 

Oct. 

do. 

12 

84 

96 

5 

1 

Nov. 

do. 

16 

94 

110 

8 

1 

Dec. 

do. 

9 

44 

53 

2 

1 

Total  1 

From  Coastwise 

167 

951 

1118 

117 

2 

3 

2 

1 

,,  Foreign 

386 

106 

373 

119 

133 

8 

7 

Grand  Totals 

553 

1057 

1491 

119 

250 

2 1 

11 

2 

8 i 

Sumn^f 


Number  of  Ships  Visited  in  Ringroad  or  River  to  prev 
Number  of  Ships  Inspected  in  detail  at  Bristol,  Avonm 
Number  of  Ships  on  which  disinfection  was  carried  out 
Number  of  Ships  revisited  to  enforce  compliance  withi 


Population  on  Ships  dealt  wit! 


E A. 

5HEAD,  AND  KINGROAD,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1898. 
Action  taken,  and  Results 


JN  PORTS. 
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Port  Sanitary.  TABLE  B 

SHOWING  PROGRESSIVE  WORK  OF  SHIP  INSPECTION  SINCE  INSTITUTED. 

Percentage 
of  work 

known  to  be  done. 

41  per  cent. 

45  per  cent. 

69  per  cent. 

66  per  eent. 

77  per  cent. 

81  per  cent. 

83  per  cent. 

91  per  cent. 

92  per  cent. 

92  per  cent. 

92-6  per  cent. 

91  per  cent. 

91  •!  per  cent. 

91*7  per  cent. 

The  Vessels  unaccounted  for  left  the  Port  and  have  not  been  seen  since,  but  there  is  reason  to  think  the  required  work  has  been  done  in 
most  cases  of  British  owned  Ships.  It  is  the  custom  of  many  ship  owners  to  get  repairs  done  at  home  or  at  loading  ports,  and 
those  so  done  cannot  be  added  to  our  returns  for  want  of  definite  information. 

* 

V 

t-( 

o 

Complied  with. 

34 

85 

o 

206 

303 

314 

366 

289 

204 

359 

263 

266 

257 

266 

Served. 

82 

186 

388 

313 

Oi 

386 

439 

CO 

222 

390 

284 

292 

282 

290 

CONDITION. 

Percentage  having  one  or 
more  Defects. 

43  per  cent. 

20  per  cent. 

26  per  cent. 

22  per  cent. 

25  per  cent. 

28  per  cent. 

28  per  cent. 

21  per  cent. 

17 '5  per  cent. 

24  per  cent. 

20 ’4  per  cent. 

17.4  per  cent 

17*1  per  cent. 

I 18*0  per  cent. 

Unsatisfactory. 

82 

145 

388 

299 

344 

350 

372 

261 

213 

390 

284 

292 

282 

0 

05 

01 

Good. 

109 

577 

1073 

1072 

995 

00 

950 

1004 

998 

1204 

1106 

1383 

1363 

1320 

Number 
of  Ships 
Inspected. 

2 

722 

1461 

1371 

1339 

1 

1224 

1322 

1265 

1211 

1594 

1 

1390 

1675 

1645 

o 

CD 

fH 

Year. 

1885 

(4  months) 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

00 

05 

oo 

i-H 
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lNn*t  Saiiitai*y.  TABLE  D . 

Return  of  Cases  of  Sickness  reported  to  have  occurred  during  the  voyage, 
or  found  on  arrival  in  Port. 
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4NXUAL  REPORT  OF  CAXAL  BOAT  INSPECTION 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 

To  THE  Bristol  Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  3 of  the 
Canal  Boats  Acts,  I beg  to  hand  you  a Report  of  the  work 
done  in  carrying  out  tlie  Provisions  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts 
and  Regulations  during  the  year  1898. 

The  duties  of  Inspection  are  carried  out  by  the  Chief 
Port  Sanitary  Inspector  in  conjunction  with  his  ship 
Inspection  work,  which  requires  his  daily  attendance  at 
the  Harbour,  and  he  is  remunerated  in  connection  therewith. 

During  the  year,  54  Canal  Boats  were  examined,  and  of 
these  7 were  found  to  have  defects  or  contraventions  of 
the  Regulations  according  to  the  following  list : — 

About  40  Canal  Boats  trade  regularly  to  this  District, 
and  as  they  are  mostly  kept  in  good  order,  so  many 
inspections  have  not  been  required  this  year,  they  are 
however,  kept  under  observation  daily. 

As  the  Boats  are  mostly  worked  in  pairs,  sufficient  cabin 
accommodation  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations 
requirements  has  been  obtained. 

PARTICULARS  OF  INSPECTION. 

( A)  — Registration. 

All  Boats  examined  were  registered. 

(B)  — Notification  of  Change  of  Masters, 

As  this  is  not  a Registration  Authority,  none  were 
given  or  required. 
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(C)  — Absence  of  Certificates. 

This  occurred  in  3 cases,  but  the  papers  were  afterwards 
produced. 

(D)  — Defective  Marking. 

One  case  only  required  to  be  dealt  with. 

( E) — Overcrowding. 

None  discovered  or  reported. 

( F)  — Sepa^ration  of  Sexes. 

No  infringements  were  found. 

(G)  — Cleanliness. 

The  cabins  were  found  in  good  or  passable  condition  in 
this  respect. 

( H ) — Ventilation. 

The  regulations  were  observed. 

(I)  — Painting  Cabin  Interiors. 

It  was  necessary  to  order  this  in  two  cases. 

(J)  — Provision  of  Fresh  Water  Vessels. 

The  regulations  were  complied  with. 

(K) ~Removal  of  Bilge  Water. 

I saw  no  case  requiring  my  interference. 

(L)  — Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 

None  was  found  or  reported. 

(M)  — Admittance  refused. 

None. 

( N ) — Dilapidations  and  Leakages. 

In  4 Boats  these  defects  came  under  notice,  and  in 
one  boat  the  work  was  done.  The  remainder  are  laid  up 
but  the  owners  have  undertaken  to  do  all  necessary  work 
before  using  them  as  Canal  Boats. 
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The  total  number  of  contraventions  and  defects  found 
was  9,  and  in  dealing  with  these  it  was  necessary  to  serve 
only  one  formal  notice. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  O.  DIMOND, 

Inspector  of  Canal  Boats. 


